Apiary Inspectors of America meeting in Gainesville, February 3-6, I'm hopeful that meeting will provide a lot of information for dissemination at ANR week. 

We had fewer requests for movement inspections for beekeepers heading to California this winter. We have looked at bees for several beekeepers planning to go through Utah, some as recent as this week. But the number of requests was down, Some beekeepers are taking their bees south to build them up prior to heading west and are getting their Red Imported Fire Ant inspections in the south, Some beekeepers are finding that if their bees are not in top condition, they won't qualify for top dollar and the financial incentive quickly evaporates. 

I expect AIA will do a survey of beekeepers in Late February, early March again this year. When that survey comes up, I'll send an e-mail to beekeepers looking fora response. In general, printing the survey in the newsletter will not get the information back to me in time for submission. If you want to pass the survey along to other beekeepers and have them e-mail me, I will gladly collect the additional information. Since these surveys are done to create a report for Congress there has been a rather short time line for getting responses. 

Winter Losses: Do some CSI work when you look at your colonies this winter and in the spring. Often the reason for an over-winter loss is closely related to activities that you did, or did not do last year. It may be possible to identify the reason for your hive losses this year - with hopes of better preparing colonies for next year. 

Some suggested thoughts to ask yourself: 

* Keep a log of the number of dead outs in your apiaries. 

* Open some dead colonies and try to determine what happened, 

* Why did the bees freeze out? Honey Stores, Cold'Snap in the weather? Health of the bees? * What treatments were applied in the last year or so? 

* If you use pesticides for mite control do you also replace brood comb to prevent bUildup? 

* What happened last summer that may have resulted in a weak colony going into the winter? * What was your mite load going into winter? 

* Are you treating for foulbrood? for prevention or for control? 

* If you had poor honey or pollen flows last summer, did you feed to improve colony health prior to winter7 Is there anything else that might have resulted in a weak colony? 

Beekeepers who look critically at their operation will be in a much better position to identify and understand bee losses, and hopefully - to prevent them. 

MDA did invest in some additional bee equipment this winter. We're discussing the possibility of training additional staff to conduct bee inspections for certification. The inspectors doing the work now want to make sure someone can carry on when they retire. We will probably set something up with one of our migratory beekeepers, but I would be interested in lining up a few beekeepers that would allow us to do some training of staff using one of their apiaries. 

